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2008‐2009 Athens 
(sporadic 
grassroots ac vism 
for public space as 
a crea ve place) 

2011 guerilla 
gardeners  (Perka –
Thessaloniki & 
Elliniko‐Athens)   

2011 
Environmental 
Awareness Park 
'Antonis Tritsis’ 
Athens NGO 

2012 Aristotle 
University 
Thessaloniki 

2011‐2012 
(Thermi, 
Alexandroupoli, 
Maroussi) 

2013‐2014 (Kavala, 
Drama, Lamia, 
Herakleion        …
up to 28?)   

PERKA: A group began 
cultivating a small part of 
68.9 ha expanse on a 
former military 
encampment around 
Thessaloniki _self-
organized Communal 
Garden 
 

2013‐2014 strikes & 
protests 

unemployment rate 
28%  

2012 violent protests 
& the potato 
movement 

2011 Indignant 
Ci zens Movement  2009‐2010 IMF  

2008 Greek riots for the right to the 
city and to life,  the educa onal 
system, the oppression system,   

(Exarcheia ) 

Explosive poli cal mix   

ELLINIKO: civil 
movement for a 
Metropolitan Park – 
former Airport of 
high green density 
2,500m2 of 
vegetables, 4ha of  
olive growing public 
land occupation 
Grass-root democracy 

AUTH 80 str. 630  
allotments (100 m2) 120 
euro per year.  4700 
applicants  

NSRF (National Strategic Reference 
Framework) 2007–2013. Priority Axis 

4 ‘Complete Integration of all Human 
Resources into a  

Society of Equal Opportunities’ 

1st legal act 2013 
“Social structures to 
tackle poverty” 

INTRODUCTION: 

Timeline of the development of UG in Greece 

Urban gardening 
initiatives in the Region 
of Thessaloniki, Greece


